@ Journal Of Judicial

DSt YN Management

An Interactive Policymaking Model for Enhancing Judicial Governance

Seyed Hamid Khodadad Hosseini
Department of Business Management, Faculty of Management and Accounting, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
Somayeh Hosseini Aghdaei*ge

Department of Management and Accounting, Faculty of Management and Accounting, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran

Abstract

Obijective: The increasing complexities of legal issues and the necessity of aligning judicial policies with social
realities have rendered the transition from traditional, top-down approaches toward participatory models inevitable.
The present study aims to design and explain an interactive policymaking model for enhancing judicial governance in
order to provide a systematic framework for the structured participation of elites in the process of norm production.
Methodology: From a paradigmatic perspective, this research is pragmatic, and in terms of approach, it belongs to the
category of mixed-methods (qualitative—quantitative) studies with a sequential exploratory design. In the qualitative
phase, purposive sampling was employed, and in-depth interviews were conducted with 15 university professors and
senior judicial managers until theoretical saturation was achieved. The data were analyzed through thematic analysis
using Clarke’s coding strategy and Stirling’s thematic network approach. In the quantitative phase, the sample size
was estimated at Y4 individuals. A stratified simple random sampling method was used. To validate the model, an
exploratory questionnaire was distributed among a sample of judges and experts, and the quantitative data were
analyzed using the structural equation modeling (SEM) strategy and partial least squares software.

Findings: The qualitative findings led to the identification of 12 main themes organized into three overarching layers:
the institutional-structural layer (including stakeholder inclusiveness, participatory decision-making structure, policy
sharing, and institutional dynamism); the process—interactive layer (including information symmetry, systematization

of councils, networked collaboration, and platform development); and the outcome—governance layer (including
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policy stability, legitimization, efficiency, and judicial accountability). In the quantitative phase, hypothesis testing
results indicated that the institutional level has a direct and significant effect on the process level with a path
coefficient of +,1Y, and the process level has a direct and significant effect on the outcome level with a path
coefficient of +,Y¢. The significance statistics (t-values) for all relationships exceeded 1,47, confirming the good fit
of the model and the mediating role of the process layer in enhancing governance.

Conclusion: The research findings demonstrate that enhancing judicial governance requires moving beyond
institutional infrastructures toward process-oriented mechanisms. Establishing this model through the engagement of
elites and the public facilitates the formation of an interactive policymaking process that contributes to the

improvement and development of the judicial governance system.
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